JUMJLJXUJUJCJK.3  1IN   A  JfAJNL>&MUJN1UM
much as follows. " See here my friend; you know those
men of Amadia are talking wildly and making petitions.
Could you, who have influence with them, give them a hint
that they are knocking their heads against a stone wall ?
You know we none of us want to have trouble ; but I shall
be obliged to take serious notice if they go too far."
" Certainly Bey, on my head and eyes be it," said the
obliging Agha ; and this was the form in which the " hint "
arrived. " O you men of Amadia! Dogs that you are,
I hear that you are barking against my English friends.
Know now that if you do not cease from this forthwith,
I will rob every caravan of yours that goes down to Mosul! "
Application had been made at Constantinople for a firman
for the building of a mission house, and this business was
proceeding with the leisureliness characteristic of Ottoman
rule.    A curious episode occurred during its progress.   The
British Consul of Mosul, having naturally left that oven
during the summer, had come up to Amadia; and was there
staying with the writer on the site of the future house, when
a Servian gipsy appeared in the land.   This was an old
woman, who was unable to speak any one of the numerous
languages current in Kurdistan, and communicated with
the natives by signs only.   The Consul's kavass, however,
was a Montenegrin, and through him we were able to com-
municate with her.   She professed herself a skilled fortune-
teller, and accordingly, more by way of challenge than
anything else, she was asked to show her skill.   She asked
for anything that the Consul had worn, and having been
given a fragment of an old neck-tie, cut it into shreds,t
strewed these on the surf ace of some water, and presently,
after studying the signs, gave her verdict.    " You have
come up hither about the building of a large house on this
spot, and there has been a great deal of opposition to it.
However, you need not be afraid, for you have overcome
it, and the house will be built and will abide."   About six
weeks later came the news that the issue of the firman
for the purpose was practically secured.
Another curious instance of clairvoyance came to the
of the writer in the same village.   A child was